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acutely (i.e., in two or three weeks) in advancing phthisis.
It was rare to find any extreme clubbing of the fingers
without the same condition being present in the toes.

Dr. CRISP thought it might be explained by cold causing
congestion of parts, and so leading to enlargement.
The PRESIDENT spoke of a case of chest-disease in which

there was clubbing of the fingers. Here keeping the arms
raised did not remove the condition.

Mr. T. SMITH, in reply, said he agreed with Dr. Moxon
that clubbing of the fingerB did not arise purely from con-
gestion, nor from any one cause. He did not think it re-
sulted from cold.

Dr. KING showed a Malformed Heart taken from a boy,
aged four, who died from abscess of the brain. The boy had
never been cyanotic, and enjoyed good health till two years
ago ; since that time he bad suffered from pain in the head,
and lately a purulent discharge from the right ear. Eight
days ago the left arm and leg became paralysed; he had a
succession of fits, in one of which he died. A systolic mur-
mur was heard at the apex during life. The two ventricles
were found communicating at the base, the septum there
being deficient. The foramen ovale was closed; the right
auricle and ventricle were bypertrophied; the valves dis-
eased. He thought it was the result of endocarditis during
intra-uterine life.
The PRESIDENT spoke of a heart he had seen many years

ago at Chatham Hospital. It had been removed from a
soldier about thirty years of age. There was a large open-
ing in the septum. The man had never been eyancsed. He
had always been able to do his duty. He died suddenly
after a long march.
Mr. SYDNEY JoNES showed a Tumour, weighing 4 lb., re-

moved from the parotid region. The patient was a lady,
aged fifty-eight. Mr. Travers, twenty-eight years ago, re-
moved from the same region a tumour the size of a plum.
A few months after she accidentally received a blow on that
region. At the end of five years there was a tumour the
size of an orange. This gave little inconvenience till four-
teen months ago, when the skin ulcerated, and haemorrhage
occurred. Since then there had been frequent recurrence
of haemorrhage. In March free arterial hasmorrhage came
on. When seen she was blanched, and her pulse very feeble,
and it was evident that some operation must be performed.
The tumour was peduncula,ted, pedicle about three inches
thick. A clamp was applied to the pedicle, and the tumour
removed. The patient had now nearly recovered. On section
there was a large development of cartilaginous tissue, com-
mon in these tumours; some parts were softer, presenting
gland structure ; there were a number of cysts containing
fluid and gelatinous matter interspersed through the mass.
Drawings of the microscopical appearances were handed
round.

Mr. HULKE said that the drawings presented the appear-
ance of the nest-like arrangement of the cells of an epi-
thelioma. ’ 

The specimen was referred to the Morbid Growths Com-
mittee.

Dr. Cpisr showed a part of the Wall of the Left Ventricle
of a Heart, in the substance of which were three abscesses.
The specimen was taken from a girl aged four. She had
been in good health till February 24th, when she wore tight
boots, which produced an ulcer on the right heel. This soon
got well. Shortly after she complained of great pain in the
middle of the right tbigh; there was swelling and fluctua-
tion ; the pain was intense, and narcotics were of no use.
The temperature was very high, 104&deg; F. and 105 ; pulse
from 150 to 180. Abscesses came in various parts-the right
temple, then the left, then on the chest; and the joints be-
came swollen and painful. She died on the eleventh day.
The lungs were hepatised and adherent.

Mr. T. SMITH asked if the thigh was examined.
Dr. CRISP said he was not allowed to do so.
Mr. T. SMITH thought it was a case of pyaemia arising I

from disease of the thigh-bone, and not from the heel. j
Dr. MoxoN said there was one point of interest in such

cases-namely, the tendency of suppurative periostitis to
cauge abscess in the heart and kidneys, mentioning cases i
he had seen, and referring to eight cases in which Dr. I
Bristowe had found the same condition. In all cases of i

snppura.tive periostitis he examined the heart for abscesses.
He did not think it arose from the severity of the pysemia,
for in other cases where the pyaemia was very acute and

speedily caused death, the heart and kidneys were not
affected, but rather that pysemia arising in certain parts
showed a tendency to affect certain other parts, analogous
to cancer.

Dr. PAYNE said he had lately seen three cases of pyaemia
without external wound, arising from periostitis and necrosis.
The heart was not affected in any.

Dr. CBisp showed a largely Distended Colon from a pa-
tient who died from obstruction of the bowels. Post-mor-
tem examination showed that the obstruction was caused
by the rolling over of the colon, the meso-colon being very
long; the colon was found distended with blood, about
one pint and a half ; no ulceration was detected. When he saw
the patient, twenty-four hours before death, the abdomen
was distended, and the colon distended and prominent. He

suggested that puncture of the intestine with a fine trocar
should be performed in similar cases.

Dr. CHOLMELEY said this had been done with good results;
a fine trocar had been used.
Mr. CROFT exhibited two specimens of Colloid Cancer of

the Breast. One was from a woman aged sixty. It had been

growing for three years, and was the size of a hazel-nut;
the nipple was retracted, and blood had oozed from it lately.
The glands in the axilla were unaffected. The other was from
a woman aged sixty-eight. It had been growing for two
years, but more rapidly the last nine months; it was the
size of an orange. The nipple had been retracted for thirty
years ; blood oozed from it occasionally. The tumour was
adherent to the skin; no glands in the axilla enlarged.
There appears to be two varieties of colloid cancer, the one
ab initio, the other a colloid degeneration. The old theory
that it arose from the breaking down of cells is now scarcely
tenable. From the position of the groups of cells, the
stroma would appear to be the source of the colloid material.
He would like to know the opinion of others.’

Dr. MOXON, in reply to a question from the President,
said he had no experience as to whether jelly cancer came
from the stroma or the cells.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
On the Myoidema of Phthisis. By Lnwsorr TATT, F.R.C.S.

Dublin: Falconer.-Any information tending to throw a.

fresh light upon the diagnosis or pathology of a disease of
such vast clinical interest as phthisis is always welcome.
Mr. Tait draws attention to the muscular phenomenon ob-
servable when phthisical subjects are percussed; this mus-
cular irritability, or idio-muscular contractility, he terms
myoidema, and in endeavouring to prove that it may be

taken as a reliable diagnostic sign of phthisis, he has done

good service, if only in inviting efforts to what is, without
prejudice to what Stokes and others have observed, com-
paratively speaking, an untrodden field of medical research.
Mr. Tait divides this muscular phenomenon (which is most
commonly observed on the clavicular portion of the pecto-
ralis major muscle) into fascicular and nodular, and he con-
siders the latter, or wave nodules, to be pre-eminently a
sign of tubercular disease, and has not yet seen it where
there did not exist serious mischief, and in exact amount of
its intensity is the amount of lung-softening. At the end
of the pamphlet is a tabulated record of 117 cases of phthisis,
which were examined with the special object of investigating
the relation between external appearances and internal
condition. On the question of phthisis, the author may be
considered at once a pessimist and an eptimist-a pessimistin overrating the prevalence of tubercular disease, and in

 an evident belief in a closer correlation of various morbid
actions than is warranted by facts, and an optimist in the

matter of prognosis. We fancy the statement that thereare "very few diseases for which so much can be done with
success" must be rather startling to the general practi-
tioner, who, notwithstanding cod-liver oil, iron, quinine,
and iodine, and with the favourable conditions of pure air
and generous diet, yet sees his patient sink. However, we
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can heartily recommend this pamphlet to the consideration
of our readers, admitting that the crude observations which
it contains may yet prove a sufficiently firm foundation
upon which to build a trustworthy fabric.
The Journal of the Gynaecological Society of Boston. Alareb,

1872. Boston: Caiapbell.&mdash;Among the periodicals lying
on our table is the March number of the above journal.
It opens with a notice of the receipt of a letter from the
Pelvis Committee of the Obstetrical Society of London, and
a motion thereon; and contains several short papers of ,,

interest, such as " On the Baneful Effects of Menstruation
during Lactation upon the Milk," by Dr. Bixby ; "Notes of
a good Case of Intra-uterine Fibrous Tumour," by Mr.
Favor; "Remarks on the Effects of Sewing Machines on
Menstruation"; and the account, by Dr. Harlow, of a death
fifteen minutes after a labour, during which sulphuric ether
was administered as an anesthetic. This case has a melan-

choly interest for two reasons-first, because, according to
our experience in this country, auaesthetics during labour
are free from danger; and, secondly, because, of the many
substances hitherto used, ether is vaunted as the safest, so

, 
that in some places operations are now usually performed
under its influence. But by far the most important paper
is one by Dr. Storer " On two frequent causes of Uterine
Disease"; one is the frequency with which women purposely
procure abortions, and the other "the means so extensively
employed to prevent impregnation." We are glad to see a
man of Dr. Storer’s reputation come forward so boldly
against such evil practices, and state his case in so manly
and conscientious a manner. We would commend his re-
marks to every medical man, for when we find a society of
ladies as well as gentlemen, presided over by a noble lord,
calmly discussing the best means for preventing the increase
of the population, there is no necessity of leaving home to 

..

be brought face to face with habitual crime of a very deep
dye. The number ends with part of a wordy war arising i
out of a dispute with some " State" societies and the Ame- 1
rican Medical Association, which holds an analogous posi- 1
tion to our British Medical Association, and has apparently
been taking too much upon itself.

Clinical Observations on the Dementia and the Hemiplegia oj
Syphilis. By M. H. HENRY, M.D. New York: F. W
Christern.-This pamphlet is a reprint from the American
Journal of Syphilography and Dermatology. In entering upon
the consideration of the subject, the author expresses his
opinion that there is 11 a growing tendency to attribute to
syphilis obscure diseases of the brain or nerve-centres, for
no other or better reason than that they are obscure," a
belief in which many of our readers will coincide. The two
cases related by Dr. Henry are exceedingly interesting, if
only for the heroic doses of drugs exhibited, one patient
having taken three hundred grains, or five drachms of iodide
of potassium daily for over eight weeks, at the same time
taking iron and quinine; he apparently recovered under
this treatment. The author believes there is no limit to
the exhibition of the iodide, and has never observed it

produce iodism. The second patient died, and the post-
mortem examination revealed morbid changes well deserv-
ing the consideration of syphilographers, and which cannot
but advance the current knowledge regarding the pathology
of brain syphilis.

Practical Physiology; ; a School Manual of Health. By
]EDWIN LANEESTER, M.D., LL.D., F.R.S., &c. Fifth Edition,
enlarged, with numerous woodcuts. London: Robert
Hardwicke.-We are rejoiced to find that Dr. Lankester’s
"School Manual of Physiology" has reached a fifth edition,
and we predict for it a still greater popularity under its
new name and larger form. The manual appears to have

been almost reconstructed. It now presents a clear, concise

account of the human body, and the conditions regulating
life and health. It is copiously illustrated, and a series of &pound;
examination questions are added, by which the teacher will
be able to test the amount of knowledge which has been
acquired; and there is a glossary of terms. There is not a
school of any kind, whether for males or females, rich or
poor, in which this book might not be used as a text-book;
indeed, it ought to be as common as an English grammar.
Few persons are capable of forming an idea of the increase
of human happiness and material prosperity which would
follow upon a more general appreciation of the laws of &pound;
health.

The A1stralian Medical Journal. January, 1872.-MedicaI
science at the Antipodes does not seem at present to exhibit
any great degree of vitality, although the influx of fresh
blood must be constant. The present number, however,
cannot be considered a fair average specimen of Australian
medical journalism. A case of congenital hypertrophy of &pound;

the arm and hand, of some interest, is reported. Among
the miscellaneous news we learn that a gentleman in the
colony has succeeded in growing the real " Turkey poppy,"
from which he has obtained.a quantity of superior opium,
worth 55s. per pound.
A Class-Book History of England. By DAVID MORRIS,

B.A. Lond., Classical Master in Liverpool College, &c. Il-
lustrated with numerous Woodcuts and Historical Maps.
London: Longmans. 1871.-We have long desired to meet
with a history of England that was clear, concise, and re-
liable, and at the same time inviting instead of repelling to
a boy : and we have no hesitation in saying that the class-
book by Mr. Morris is, in these respects, much the best that
has fallen into our hands. There is no reason why history,
of all things, should be made intolerably dry reading, and
yet most of the modern class-books are to our minds of a
very dry and uninteresting character. Mr. Morris’s work
is compiled for pupils preparing for the Oxford and Cam-
bridge local examinations, the London University Matricu-
lation, and for the higher classes of elementary schools.

POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION.

SIR,-I beg to enclose the form of a petition just re-
ceived, signed by the parochial medical officers of Dundee,
and which was accompanied by a note requesting that I
would hand it over to some member of the House for pre
sentation.
To be of any service a bundle of such petitions should

be sent in ; would you therefore publish it, and permit me
also to add that, as several Scotch medical officers have
petitioned in support of the views of the English medical
service as contained in the form published in your issue of
the 23rd ult., it would be a graceful return if English me-
dical officers copied, signed, and forwarded to me, without
delay, this petition in support of the superannuation of
Scotch medical officers.

Tam. Sir. vonr obedient Kfrvn.nt-
JOSEPH ROGERS.Dean-street, April 8th, 1872.

To the Honourable the Commons in Great Britain and IrelandI in Parliament assembled.
i The humble petition of the undersigned Poor-law medical officers

showeth,-
That whereas a Bill called the Poor-law Amendment (Scotland) Bill,

1872, has been brought before your honourable House which does not
provide for the superannuation of medical officers who have become in-
capable of discharging the duties of their office by means of infirmity or
old age:
Your petitioners pray that the Bill be amended by the insertion of the

words "medical officer after the word inspector" in Clause 37, Superan-
nuarion of, Part 7, Gener 1 Provision.
Your petitioners further pray that no Bill be allowed to become law which

dws not provide for the superannuation of such iufirm or aged medical
officers.

And your petitioners will ever pray,
Signed by the Parochial Medical Officers of Dundee.


